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Rationale

• In addition to preparing lesson plans, 
teaching classes, encouraging students in 
their studies, evaluating work and 
progress, maintaining classroom discipline, 
demonstrating good citizenship, and acting 
as advisers by connecting students to their 
career goals (MOE, 2009), teachers are 
expected to be literate in school law and 
policy 



Literature Review

• During practicum components, pre-service 
teachers are primarily encouraged to 
explore and begin to understand their 
personal pedagogy (Ryan, 2007). 
Consequently, minimal time is available for 
pre-service teachers to develop a 
comprehensive understanding of and 
appreciation for their complex roles within 
educational law and policy. 



Literature Review

• To be more responsive to a society that is 
becoming more legally complex and to 
better serve children’s interests, future 
teachers require a firm understanding of the 
law related to children (Sametz, 1983).  

• However, there is a dearth of recent 
research that examines perceptions of legal 
literacy among pre-service teachers across 
Canada.



Law Courses

• Teacher education programs in the 
province of Ontario, and elsewhere, offer 
an education law course in order to 
develop pre-service teachers’ legal and 
policy literacy (Gullatt & Tollett, 1997) 

• In the case of the Faculty of Education at 
Queen’s University, that course is PROF. 
180, Education Law and Policy. 

• Blended format, one semester



School Law and Policy Course

• This course, obligatory for all candidates 
seeking an Ontario Teacher’s Certificate, 
provides an overview of the legal aspects 
of teaching in Ontario. Attention is focused 
on the Education Act, R.S.O. 1990 and the 
Teaching Profession Act, R.S.O. 1990, and 
selected regulations supporting these 
statutes. 



The	  main	  purpose	  of	  the	  course	  is	  to	  develop	  
legal	  literacy	  among	  teacher	  candidates	  in	  our	  
program.	  Pre-‐service	  teachers’	  legal	  literacy	  
refers	  to	  the	  knowledge	  level	  that	  teacher	  
candidates	  in	  teacher	  educa<on	  programs	  
have	  with	  respect	  to	  educa<onal	  law	  and	  
policy	  and	  how	  it	  affects	  their	  prepara<on	  for	  
entering	  the	  teaching	  profession.

School Law and Policy Course



School Law and Policy Course
• Teacher candidates receive basic information 

about the legal duties of education personnel; 
the teacher’s contract of employment and 
related job security procedures; and the 
purposes, structure and practices of the 
teacher associations in Ontario.  

• The primary purpose of this course is to help 
prospective teachers integrate the knowledge 
and experience acquired in coursework and 
practicum by examining the components of 
governmental, administrative, legal, ethical 
and professional aspects of public education 
in Ontario and Canada. 



Topics
• the role of law and policy in teaching;  
• legal bases of education;  
• constitutional/Charter considerations;  
• organization of education at the local and 

provincial levels;  
• professionalism and ethical behaviour;  
• teacher organizations and contracts;  
• legal rights and duties of teachers, 

administrators and students; 
• legal liability of teachers (e.g. negligence) and 

discipline; 
• current issues and trends in education law 



Purpose of Research

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  exploratory	  study	  is	  
to	  examine	  teacher	  candidates’	  
reflec<ons	  that	  detail	  observa<ons	  of	  
and	  experiences	  with	  legal	  issues	  while	  
on	  prac<cum	  placements	  in	  a	  teacher	  
educa<on	  program	  in	  one	  southeastern	  
Ontario	  university	  (Queen’s	  University).	  



Research Questions

Research	  ques<ons	  that	  will	  guide	  this	  study	  are:	  
a)	  What	  are	  the	  most	  frequently	  occurring	  issues	  
in	  school	  law	  and	  policy	  that	  arise	  during	  teacher	  
candidates’	  prac<cum	  placements?	  b)	  What	  is	  
teacher	  candidates’	  level	  of	  awareness	  of	  school	  
laws	  and	  policies	  pertaining	  to	  those	  issues?	  and	  
c)	  What	  is	  the	  teacher	  candidates’	  perceived	  
preparedness	  to	  deal	  with	  legal	  issues	  occurring	  
on	  their	  prac<cum	  placements?



Research Methodology
To explore the perceptions of legal literacy among 

pre-service teachers, a mixed-methods design will be 
used to allow for elaboration on themes and 
triangulation of data (Johnson & Onwuegbuzie, 2004). 
Prior to data collection, a systematic review of the 
literature will be conducted, entailing the topics of 
teachers’ knowledge of law, legal literacy, policy 
awareness, etc. Due to the limited research on teacher 
candidates’ legal literacy and preparation to deal with 
legal and policy issues and procedures during the 
teacher education programs, a significant part of the 
literature review will focus on teacher candidates. 



Research Methodology
The next phase of this study will involve a 

qualitative document analysis (Bowen, 2009; Hodder, 
2000; Miller & Alvarado, 2005; Prior, 2003) of 
policies and program requirements pertaining to 
teacher candidates’ knowledge of school law and 
policy in Ontario. This will involve a review and 
analysis of Ministry of Education documents, and 
program and policy memoranda in order to develop a 
framework of expectations of legal literacy among 
students in BEd/DipEd programs in the Ontario 
Faculties of Education that offer teacher education 
programs. 



Research Methodology
It is necessary to take stock of the educational 

law and policy learning experiences for pre-
service teachers enrolled in Ontario teacher 
education programs and to critically analyze and 
discuss what these learning experiences offer 
Ontario pre-service teachers. Each of the program 
calendars for Ontario faculties of education will 
be investigated to determine what learning 
experiences related to school law and policy are 
provided for pre-service teachers.  



Research Methodology
The final, and most intensive, phase will include 

quantitative and qualitative research strategies to 
elicit teacher candidates’ perceptions as evident 
from their course reflection papers. As part of 
PROF. 180, each candidate is required to submit 
a summary Course Reflection Paper on their 
practicum experience in terms of legal and 
professional issues, dilemmas, and challenges that 
they observed or experienced within the school 
context . The objective is to link what they learned 
in the course to what they experienced in the field.



Research Methodology
In this paper, teacher candidates are required to 

detail personal observations of how legal issues 
discussed in the course readings, presentations, and 
group conversations were helpful during their 
practicum placements in schools. Teacher 
candidates: (1) identify one or more aspects of 
education law and policy; (2) give enough detail so 
that readers can get an understanding of the teacher 
candidate’s experience with or observation of the 
law/policy issue in the context in which it occurred; 
and (3) demonstrate an appreciation for the complex 
legal issues in the teaching profession.



Research Methodology

These papers are in no way to be a 
criticism of a particular teacher's or 
school's practices. No actual names of 
people or places are ever identified 
(pseudonyms are appropriate). Gender 
and/or ethnicity are only included if 
either plays an important role in which 
the incident occurred.



Research Methodology
All archived reflection papers from the past 7 

years will be collected by the Faculty 
Desire2Learn coordinator. All identifying 
information will be removed and researchers 
will receive a collection of reflection papers 
without the student name, number, or year of 
completion of the reflection paper. These will be 
reviewed by the research team (primary 
investigator and research assistant) in line with 
the three research questions.



Preliminary Findings
FIRST RESEARCH QUESTION - a) What are the 
most frequently occurring issues in school law and 
policy that arise during teacher candidates’ 
practicum placements?  

At this very early stage of the data analysis, a 
number of common issues and themes have begun to 
emerge. While this will no doubt evolve over time, 
to date, 17 broad categories of data have been 
created.  Of these, some 11 appear to be developing 
into major categories that are worthy of more 
detailed investigation.



ISSUE/TOPIC           FREQUENCY (AS %)

Teacher Duties, Roles and Responsibilities
Student Safety & Wellbeing, School Climate
Exceptional Learners & Special Education          
Risk and Liability of Teachers
Professional and Ethical Standards, OCT, Federations  
“No Touch” policies and Use of Reasonable Force               
The Duty To Report (Child Welfare)  
Technology Issues, Social Media Use, Misuse and Abuse  
Student Discipline, Suspension & Expulsion, Classroom Management         
Student Privacy, Confidentiality of Student Information and Records  
Religious, Cultural & Language Issues  

* Reflection papers often raise more than more issue - these are included in more than one category. 

Preliminary Findings



ISSUE/TOPIC         FREQUENCY (AS %)

Teacher Duties, Roles and Responsibilities 11
Student Safety & Wellbeing, School Climate 22
Exceptional Learners & Special Education   7
Risk and Liability of Teachers        13
Professional and Ethical Standards, OCT, Federations          6
“No Touch” policies and Use of Reasonable Force        19
The Duty To Report (Child Welfare)          6
Technology Issues, Social Media Use, Misuse and Abuse   5
Student Discipline, Suspension & Expulsion, Classroom Management   6
Student Privacy, Confidentiality of Student Information and Records          3
Religious, Cultural & Language Issues   3

* Reflection papers often raise more than more issue so these are included in more than one category.  
Percentages have been rounded.

Preliminary Findings



NOTES:
- these preliminary findings are based on analysis of only a few hundred 
reflection papers to date as part of a larger study covering seven years of 
papers.
- all of these reflection papers were submitted by Primary-Junior Teacher 
Candidates, some of whom were enrolled in the Aboriginal Teachers 
Education Program (ATEP) at Queen’s University.
- the other section of PROF. 180 is Intermediate-Senior and Technological 
Studies - one might anticipate quite different issues raised (e.g. social 
media, school dress requirements, risk and liability re gym, shop, design & 
tech., overnight trips, etc.)
- we intend to compare results between sections as well as between 
academic years (an evolution in terms of issues?)
- as with all qualitative analysis, it is expected that categories will evolve, 
some will disappear, and new ones will be created.

THOUGHTS?  IMPRESSIONS?  SURPRISES?  

Preliminary Findings



Recall	  the	  other	  two	  qualita<ve	  research	  
ques<ons:	  

b)	  What	  is	  teacher	  candidates’	  level	  of	  
awareness	  of	  school	  laws	  and	  policies	  
pertaining	  to	  those	  issues?	  	  	  

c)	  What	  is	  the	  teacher	  candidates’	  perceived	  
preparedness	  to	  deal	  with	  legal	  issues	  
occurring	  on	  their	  prac<cum	  placements?

Other Research Questions



“On	  the	  second	  day	  of	  my	  practicum,	  I	  encountered	  a	  situation	  where	  I	  
interfered	  between	  two	  boys	  and	  used	  force	  to	  pull	  a	  student	  off	  of	  the	  other	  
one.	  	  The…bell	  was	  ringing	  for	  students	  to	  go	  home	  for	  the	  day,	  the	  halls	  were	  
swarmed	  with	  children	  running	  to	  catch	  their	  busses	  and	  through	  the	  chaos	  I	  
was	  the	  only	  one	  close	  enough	  to	  the	  situation	  to	  see	  what	  had	  been	  going	  on.	  I	  
could	  not	  let	  the	  =ighting	  go	  on	  and	  I	  interfered	  with	  the	  situation.	  I	  carefully	  
pulled	  the	  child	  doing	  the	  punching	  off	  of	  the	  other	  kid	  and	  stepped	  in	  the	  
middle	  of	  them	  to	  ensure	  they	  could	  no	  longer	  reach	  one	  another.	  	  While	  I	  
knew	  this	  was	  a	  risky	  situation	  for	  me	  to	  be	  in	  as	  I	  interfered	  being	  the	  only	  
teacher	  around,	  I	  could	  not	  allow	  the	  student	  to	  continue	  physically	  harming	  
the	  other	  and	  knew	  if	  I	  did	  not	  interfere	  serious	  injury	  could	  have	  resulted.	  
Making	  that	  decision	  in	  the	  moment	  was	  nerve	  racking,	  as	  it	  can	  seem	  like	  such	  
a	  grey	  area.	  This	  incident	  reminded	  me	  of	  how	  complex	  legal	  issues	  are	  within	  
the	  teaching	  profession	  and	  how	  important	  it	  is	  for	  you	  to	  know	  and	  
understand	  these	  laws.	  This	  just	  shows	  how	  cautious	  teachers	  have	  to	  be	  and	  
how	  they	  really	  need	  to	  cover	  their	  bases	  when	  interfering	  in	  such	  incidents	  as	  
a	  =ight.”	  	  	  

Preliminary Findings



“This course has made me more informed and aware as 
a teacher, thus making me feel more ready for the journey. 
The area of law and policy that I noticed the most at my 
school was regarding the use of technology. Students in this 
day and age are just as technologically advanced as adults, 
if not more so. Though this is beneficial for their learning, it 
is definitely another factor that expands the “grey areas”. 
Taking this course has shed some light on issues that I may 
have overlooked or hadn’t even considered to do with the 
law. This course has opened my eyes to issues that teachers 
need to be aware of no matter how big or small.”

Preliminary Findings



-‐	  “As	  a	  person	  new	  to	  the	  teaching	  profession,	  I	  
found	  it	  shocking	  how	  often	  legal	  and	  policy	  
issues	  came	  up	  in	  either	  events	  or	  
conversation	  during	  my	  practicum.	  	  After	  
further	  re=lection,	  I	  realized	  the	  legal	  realm	  is	  
embedded	  within	  this	  occupation	  because	  of	  
the	  nature	  of	  our	  interactions	  with	  students	  
and	  the	  wider	  community.”	  

Preliminary Findings

“The	  information	  that	  we	  obtained	  from	  this	  course	  was	  
very	  valuable	  to	  have	  while	  on	  our	  =irst	  practicum	  
placement.	  “

Preliminary Findings



- “I think this was a rich and informative learning 
experience for me because it showed that child 
abuse is a real issue within schools and that teachers 
need to be that person to advocate for these 
children. Even if what the child said was a false 
claim, it is important to always take what a child 
says seriously until proven otherwise. We as 
teachers are in charge of these children’s safety and 
we need to act as their protectors and have their best 
interests at heart.”

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“Another	  aspect	  that	  I	  found	  interes<ng	  and	  very	  
applicable	  to	  my	  prac<cum	  was	  that	  as	  teachers,	  we	  
have	  the	  responsibility	  to	  provide	  students	  with	  a	  
healthy	  environment.	  This	  course	  has	  definitely	  been	  
enlightening	  and	  has	  brought	  many	  aspects	  of	  teaching	  
that	  I	  was	  not	  aware	  of.	  I	  now	  see	  how	  important	  it	  is	  
for	  me	  to	  con<nue	  to	  study	  our	  textbook	  and	  keep	  up	  
to	  date	  with	  new	  changes	  within	  the	  document.	  I	  feel	  
as	  though	  knowing	  this	  document	  can	  save	  a	  lot	  of	  
grief	  and	  give	  a	  lot	  of	  confidence.”	  

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“As	  a	  teacher	  candidate	  from	  a	  First	  Na<on	  program,	  
I	  have	  a	  unique	  perspec<ve	  and	  a	  different	  thought	  
on	  the	  obligatory	  requirement	  of	  this	  course	  as	  it	  
pertains	  to	  First	  Na<on	  schools	  and	  jurisdic<on	  of	  
prac<cality	  of	  this	  course.	  While	  this	  course	  cri<cally	  
impacts	  upon	  a	  requirement	  for	  a	  teacher	  candidate	  
to	  obtain	  provincial	  qualifica<on,	  my	  concern	  is	  how	  
the	  prospec<ve	  teacher’s	  candidate	  qualifica<on	  
translates	  to	  teaching	  on	  a	  First	  Na<on.”	  (ATEP	  
student)	  

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“Overall,	  I	  have	  learned	  through	  my	  experiences	  and	  
observa<ons	  that	  school	  laws	  and	  policies	  are	  
embedded	  into	  the	  daily	  rou<nes	  and	  procedures	  of	  the	  
school.	  While	  it	  may	  not	  be	  no<ceable	  all	  the	  <me,	  these	  
laws	  and	  policies	  are	  very	  important	  to	  the	  everyday	  
func<on	  of	  school,	  the	  safety	  of	  students,	  staff,	  and	  
visitors	  to	  the	  school	  grounds.	  Schools	  need	  to	  be	  a	  safe	  
place	  in	  order	  for	  students	  to	  learn,	  and	  with	  the	  
implementa<on	  of	  safety	  procedures,	  daily	  rou<nes	  tend	  
to	  run	  smoothly.”	  

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“It	  is	  interes<ng	  to	  observe	  the	  subtlety	  in	  which	  educa<on	  
legisla<on	  operates.	  So	  subtly	  in	  fact,	  that	  as	  a	  candidate	  in	  the	  
concurrent	  educa<on	  program,	  I	  had	  never	  really	  no<ced	  it	  in	  
any	  of	  my	  previous	  placements.	  What	  I	  aUributed	  to	  unique	  
situa<ons,	  rou<nes	  and	  procedures	  within	  an	  individual	  
classroom	  actually	  fell	  under	  a	  much	  broader	  scope.	  That	  is,	  
every	  decision	  and	  rule	  was	  carefully	  implemented	  in	  
accordance	  with	  the	  legisla<on	  and	  policies	  governing	  
educa<on	  within	  the	  province.	  However,	  aWer	  becoming	  more	  
aware	  of	  the	  legal	  obliga<ons	  of	  those	  involved	  in	  the	  school	  
system,	  I	  no<ced	  examples	  of	  its	  implementa<on	  to	  a	  greater	  
extent	  during	  the	  most	  recent	  prac<cum.”	  

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“I	  believe	  my	  first	  few	  weeks	  should	  have	  been	  solely	  
devoted	  to	  establishing	  a	  professional	  rela<onship	  with	  my	  
students.	  This	  would	  have	  ensured	  that	  the	  students	  
respected	  me	  as	  a	  teacher,	  not	  simply	  a	  young	  teacher	  
candidate.	  Secondly,	  our	  law	  course	  taught	  me	  to	  respond	  
immediately	  to	  any	  incidents	  that	  I	  may	  be	  unsure	  of.	  Had	  I	  
simply	  brushed	  it	  off,	  the	  situa<on	  could	  have	  escalated	  and	  
affected	  my	  professional	  career	  if	  it	  had	  somehow	  spun	  into	  
a	  professional	  misconduct	  case.	  Although	  this	  situa<on	  was	  
very	  worrisome	  at	  first,	  it	  has	  helped	  me	  gain	  an	  
apprecia<on	  of	  the	  law	  and	  why	  we	  must	  be	  aware	  of	  the	  
complex	  legal	  issues	  of	  the	  teaching	  profession.”	  	  

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“My	  teacher	  had	  obtained	  permission	  slips	  as	  well	  as	  trip	  
money	  from	  every	  child	  except	  for	  one.	  This	  child	  was	  away	  
on	  a	  family	  vaca<on	  for	  the	  week	  and	  would	  therefore	  be	  
unable	  to	  aUend	  this	  trip.	  The	  family	  was	  returning	  on	  the	  
weekend	  right	  before	  the	  rescheduled	  trip	  meaning	  the	  child	  
would	  in	  fact	  be	  at	  school	  on	  the	  day	  of	  the	  field	  trip,	  
however,	  they	  had	  no	  signed	  permission	  form.	  This	  posed	  an	  
obvious	  legal	  problem	  as	  teachers	  are	  unable	  to	  take	  a	  child	  
off	  of	  the	  school	  premise	  without	  signed	  parental/	  guardian	  
permission…it	  was	  interes<ng	  to	  see	  how	  something	  as	  
simple	  as	  a	  signed	  piece	  of	  paper	  had	  such	  an	  impact	  of	  both	  
the	  planning	  and	  implementa<on	  of	  the	  trip.”	  

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“As I reflect back on my fall practicum, I feel grateful to 
have had the opportunity to apply the legal concepts, 
policies, and regulations introduced to us in the course 
modules in both the classroom and school environment. 
Becoming immersed in the classroom allowed me to 
witness the ways in which educational laws are reflected 
in so many aspects of this profession. Through my 
ongoing conversations with my associate teacher and my 
own observations, I realized that teachers with many 
years of experience still feel apprehensive about the 
complexities associated with the legal responsibilities of 
the profession.”

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“This is just one example of many in which I 
observed the legal issues discussed in this course 
become manifested and in which my learning 
from the course had been very helpful. This course 
has brought to my attention the importance of 
having a strong knowledge of our duties as well as 
rights as teachers. Furthermore, my practicum 
experience has demonstrated just how often legal 
matters take place, and thus how it truly is 
essential for educators to be learn and understand 
Ontario school law and policy.”   

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“As	  I	  reflect	  on	  this	  course,	  I’m	  flooded	  with	  many	  
different	  thoughts.	  	  This	  subject	  area	  had	  me	  
confused,	  bored,	  and	  a	  liUle	  in<midated	  at	  <mes.	  	  
But	  once	  I	  rolled	  up	  my	  sleeves	  and	  engaged	  in	  
the	  readings	  and	  discussions,	  the	  subject	  areas	  
became	  more	  clear	  and	  relevant,	  which	  fostered	  
full	  engagement	  and	  intrigued	  me	  to	  read	  more,	  
most	  importantly	  apply	  these	  laws	  and	  policies	  to	  
my	  prac<cal	  use	  in	  school.”

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“I was somewhat surprised at how many legal issues 
came in to play while I was on my third and final 
practicum.  While I know that I encountered similar 
issues in my previous two practicums, this time I was 
actually aware of them due to the content of this 
course.  I encountered everything from safe handling 
of food (in dealing with breakfast/snack time each 
morning for the students), to safe playground practices 
(in regard to snow and ice as well as rough play), the 
no-touch policy (regarding students and teachers), in 
addition to many other things as well.” 

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“These experiences highlighted for me just how vigilant 
teachers must be in the classroom so that they can serve to 
protect the children under their care.  It is comforting to know 
that you do not need actual proof of abuse/neglect, but simply 
suspect it, in order to report it.  While this may cause strain on 
parents/caregivers who are not guilty of abuse/neglect, it is 
worthwhile for the safety of the children concerned.  Too 
often children can be grievously harmed if people wait too 
long to report suspected abuse/neglect.  It is far better to err 
on the side of caution and the welfare of the child.  Then you 
can allow the proper authorities to investigate and decide 
what further steps, if any, are necessary to take.” 

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“If	  I	  would	  have	  known	  more	  of	  the	  school	  law	  
policies	  before	  my	  =irst	  practicum	  I	  believe	  I	  
would	  have	  been	  aware	  more	  of	  the	  policies	  
and	  procedures	  in	  the	  classroom	  and	  would	  
have	  been	  able	  to	  handle	  them	  effectively	  if	  a	  
problem	  were	  to	  arise.”	  

Preliminary Findings

“Going	  into	  placement	  I	  was	  constantly	  thinking	  about	  things	  
that	  I	  could	  or	  could	  not	  do;	  things	  that	  I	  should	  and	  should	  
not	  do.	  The	  world	  has	  become	  a	  world	  of	  li<ga<on	  where	  it	  
feels	  like	  you	  need	  to	  be	  careful	  of	  every	  move	  you	  make	  or	  
do	  not	  make.”	  

Preliminary Findings



“This made me look at my practicum from a new 
perspective and I realized that this course wasn’t just 
intended for rare mishaps; every day there was potential 
for misunderstandings and issues as even in my short time 
in the school I encountered a few things that could have 
become law and policy issues.” 

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“As teachers balance innumerable demands in the school setting, paying attention to 
every possible safety risk is just one component of duties that demand their time. The 
role of educators in identifying, preventing and responding to student safety, is 
required as they have a legally mandated responsibility for reporting suspected neglect 
or child abuse…My first practicum experience was challenging and I often doubted my 
abilities to become a successful future educator. Although the challenges were difficult 
in terms of effectively planning successful strategies to resolve classroom and school 
conflicts, the learning experience was rewarding. (This) learning experience provided 
me with the opportunity to make mistakes and grow as a student teacher while 
engaging in revision and reflection through effective classroom and school 
observations. A teacher candidate’s practicum experience is an essential component to 
any educational learning program and helps one to continue through a journey to 
become lifelong learners…on the first day I was a blank slate, ready to be filled with 
new knowledge while gaining the hands-on experience to enhance my understanding 
of theory and practice…The foundations of professional practice, ethical standards, 
learning frameworks and rights and responsibilities helped influence professional 
learning experiences appropriate to foster student growth, learning, success and most 
importantly, safety.”

Preliminary FindingsPreliminary Findings



“I am glad that there is a section on technology, 
specifically social media, included in the Guide to 
Ontario School Law, as social media is a big part of 
our culture in Ontario and our students need to be 
aware of proper online etiquette. I think that teachers 
need to constantly remind students of the importance 
of conducting oneself responsibly online. In addition,  
I think that they should model this behaviour 
themselves through their online presence. The 
teachers at my associate school did a good job of 
this, and I intend to learn from them by doing the 
same with my own students in the future.”  

Preliminary Findings



“The laws and policies discussed in module 1 and 2 provided me with a 
vast array of background knowledge with respect to the underlying 
governing structure that helps to make the school function, what IEP’s 
are and the duties in place for the school community including teachers, 
students and parents.  The instruction and knowledge I received from 
the course material provided me with insight into the standard of 
professional conduct and practice as well as the code of professional 
ethics and conduct that govern the teaching profession.  Having this 
knowledge prepared me for when I was in the classroom so that I was 
able to act accordingly as a professional teacher and utilized the roles 
and responsibilities of those in the school community.  I did not realize 
prior to taking this course and attending my practicum just how much 
legislation was involved in education with respect to laws, policies and 
procedures that are put in place to protect not only the students but the 
teachers and administration as well.”   

Preliminary Findings



“After	  years	  of	  adult	  relationships,	  many	  of	  them	  with	  unhealthy	  power	  imbalances,	  I	  reacted	  
aggressively,	  and	  instinctively.	  My	  tone,	  word	  choice,	  body	  positioning,	  and	  general	  demeanor	  became	  
quickly	  inappropriate,	  however	  angry	  I	  was,	  or	  wrong	  the	  student’s	  actions	  were.	  Luckily,	  I	  was	  able	  to	  
have	  a	  candid	  conversation	  soon	  after	  with	  my	  associate	  teacher.	  I	  shook	  slightly	  as	  I	  talked…I	  am	  
responsible	  to	  teach,	  by	  example,	  and	  by	  explicit	  direction	  or	  instruction,	  what	  the	  school	  code	  of	  
conduct	  is,	  and	  how	  to	  behave	  appropriately	  in	  general,	  and	  I	  acted	  in	  the	  student’s	  best	  interest	  by	  
informing	  him	  of	  his	  negative	  actions.	  Nevertheless,	  I	  became	  potentially	  aggressive	  in	  demeanor.	  As	  
teachers,	  we	  are	  supposed	  to	  teach	  to	  the	  children	  appropriate	  to	  their	  age,	  and	  this	  situation	  was	  an	  
example	  that	  I	  feel	  did	  not	  meet	  this	  standard,	  nor	  meet	  my	  own	  personal	  standards	  of	  behaviour.	  It	  is	  
clear	  to	  me	  now	  that	  the	  laws	  in	  place	  aim	  to	  protect	  and	  serve	  both	  the	  arbitrator,	  the	  person	  
committing	  the	  offence,	  and	  the	  victim,	  but	  they	  are	  increasingly	  complex,	  and	  still	  open	  to	  
interpretation…In	  the	  end,	  my	  associate	  teacher	  explained	  that	  it	  was	  okay	  to	  let	  the	  student	  know	  that	  
you	  are	  visibly	  annoyed	  or	  angry,	  but	  to	  keep	  the	  focus	  on	  the	  behaviour	  of	  the	  student:	  how	  they	  acted	  
poorly	  (many	  times	  they	  truly	  do	  not	  know),	  how	  you	  interpret	  their	  actions,	  and	  how	  you	  would	  like	  
them	  to	  behave	  in	  the	  future,	  staying	  objective	  during	  this	  time,	  and	  attempting	  to	  de-‐escalate	  any	  
emotion.	  Thankfully	  I	  was	  able	  to	  speak	  with	  the	  student	  the	  following	  day,	  and	  I	  apologized.	  I	  
explained	  my	  feelings	  and	  interpretation	  of	  both	  incidents,	  but	  explained	  that	  I	  was	  wrong	  –-‐and	  
hypocritical—to	  remonstrate	  him	  on	  behaviour	  while	  I	  might	  have	  been	  physically	  overbearing.	  
Thereafter,	  my	  relationship	  with	  the	  student	  was	  better	  than	  most,	  and	  he	  rarely	  misbehaved.	  In	  fact,	  
he	  was	  exemplary	  student,	  and	  I	  felt	  I	  have	  personally	  grown	  through	  this	  incident.	  I	  have	  since	  done	  
my	  best	  to	  inform	  myself	  of	  the	  related	  laws,	  and	  keep	  in	  mind	  that	  kids	  will	  make	  mistakes,	  and	  in	  
these	  cases,	  I	  am	  better	  to	  lead	  through	  example	  than	  erringly	  explain	  legal	  implications	  to	  my	  
students.	  Thank	  you	  for	  helping	  me	  become	  a	  better	  teacher.”	  

Preliminary Findings



- “After my Associate Teacher spoke to (the 
student’s) mother, he showed me how he 
records all of his correspondence with parents 
in a binder which he keeps for years after 
students leave the school. I know from PROF 
180 that this is a good idea in case complaints 
are made or charges are laid by parents or in 
case the police ever ask about past students. 
This way, he has protected himself by keeping 
a record of communications with parents.”

Preliminary Findings



“(It) comforts me to know that we have resources 
in place to help us if we ever face a legal issue, but 
it is also daunting to think about how many policies 
and laws we must keep in the back of our heads 
while practicing. I plan on keeping my Ontario 
School Law textbook nearby in order to further 
educate myself throughout my practice to not only 
protect myself, but the ones I have the opportunity 
to teach.”  

Preliminary Findings



“There’s	  so	  much	  informa<on	  and	  adjustment/
accommoda<ons	  that	  I	  feel	  like	  I’ve	  only	  scratched	  the	  
surface	  of	  the	  system	  that	  ensures	  everything	  works	  
efficiently	  and	  effec<vely.	  	  I’m	  grateful	  that	  our	  laws	  and	  
policies	  allow	  such	  changes	  to	  be	  made	  because	  I’ve	  seen	  
what	  a	  difference	  they	  can	  make	  and	  how	  much	  it	  helps	  
those	  students	  that	  just	  need	  a	  liUle	  extra	  to	  help	  reach	  their	  
full	  poten<al.	  	  I	  hope	  that	  in	  the	  future	  I	  will	  learn	  more	  
about	  how	  these	  provisions	  are	  put	  into	  place	  and	  I	  expect	  to	  
see	  more	  IEPs	  as	  I	  progress	  towards	  my	  next	  prac<cum	  
placement.”	  

Preliminary Findings



“As	  my	  practicum	  placement	  progressed,	  I	  started	  
to	  notice	  the	  glaring	  dedication	  to	  what	  I	  learned	  
in	  Module’s	  1	  and	  2	  –	  in	  loco	  parentis	  as	  per	  the	  
Education	  Act,	  where	  a	  teacher	  assumes	  the	  
responsibility	  of	  students	  as	  if	  they	  were	  the	  
children’s	  parent…As	  a	  teacher	  candidate,	  the	  most	  
surprising	  part	  of	  my	  experience	  was	  how	  much	  I	  
had	  to	  be	  like	  a	  parent	  to	  these	  children,	  and	  how	  
much	  my	  associate	  school	  put	  an	  emphasis	  on	  
this.”

Preliminary Findings



“Before regularly being in the school, I didn’t 
fully understand how vulnerable teachers could be 
in some situations and the split second decisions 
they must make to ensure the students’ safety as 
well as their own in terms of protection against 
possible legal allegations…Looking back on the 
situation, and having read and discussed reasonable 
force in PROF 180, I feel more comfortable dealing 
with these situations, as I understand the legal 
parameters.”  

Preliminary Findings



“I had the opportunity to observe several parent teacher 
meetings to discuss particular students. In these 
meetings very sensitive information was discussed such 
as medical diagnosis’, custody issues, and difficult 
home life conditions that involved child services.  It 
was helpful to use the information that had been 
presented in PROF 180 when navigating these 
situations with parents and students, particularly when 
dealing with parent teacher and student teacher 
confidentiality. The ability to take the sensitive 
information discussed in these meetings and being able 
to apply it in the classroom without breaching 
confidentiality rules can be quite challenging…”

Preliminary Findings



“Legal issues are a part of every teacher’s 
professional practice within the educational realm. 
Such issues are common occurrences in our school 
grounds, ranging from matters such as risk 
management or bullying, to more complex issues 
such as child abuse or sexual assault. When 
thinking back to my six-week placement, I am 
now able to better observe how such legal matters 
were present during a regular school day, and how 
effectively these matters were dealt with.” 

Preliminary Findings



“He	  (Associate	  Teacher)	  consulted	  with	  me	  about	  the	  hesitancy	  he	  had	  
in	  calling	  Children’s	  Aid,	  but	  that	  he	  also	  knew	  of	  the	  responsibility	  he	  
had	  for	  Bob’s	  safety	  in	  the	  situation.	  He	  urged	  me	  to	  always	  err	  on	  the	  
side	  of	  caution	  and	  shared	  a	  story	  with	  me	  in	  which	  one	  of	  his	  former	  
colleagues	  had	  suffered	  the	  repercussions	  of	  not	  contacting	  the	  
proper	  authorities.	  Therefore	  he	  felt	  that	  it	  was	  important	  that	  despite	  
his	  displeasure	  with	  having	  to	  contact	  CAS,	  that	  he	  knew	  that	  it	  was	  
ultimately	  for	  the	  best	  for	  his	  student,	  Bob.	  This	  situation	  really	  gave	  
me	  =irst	  hand	  experience	  on	  one	  of	  the	  big	  discussion	  topics	  that	  were	  
present	  during	  the	  second	  module	  of	  the	  course	  regarding	  CAS	  and	  
opened	  my	  eyes	  to	  the	  reality	  of	  the	  topics	  that	  we	  discuss	  in	  law.	  I	  see	  
now	  that	  our	  responsibilities	  as	  teachers	  go	  beyond	  just	  the	  classroom	  
and	  that	  unfortunately	  situations	  truly	  aren’t	  black	  and	  white.	  We	  
need	  to	  be	  cautious	  of	  the	  position	  that	  we	  put	  ourselves	  in,	  but	  also	  
to	  be	  aware	  of	  the	  safety	  and	  wellbeing	  of	  the	  children	  in	  our	  care.”

Preliminary Findings



“I did learn a lot from this course. I learned that I must 
take great care in every step I take with my career and my 
classroom responsibilities. The teacher I described above is 
an excellent teacher. In many ways the teacher in that 
scenario exudes the very qualities that we would like to see 
in many teachers so just knowing that makes me think about 
how even seasoned teachers can be borderline in their 
actions. I learned that everything we do, as teachers must 
be purposeful to the students learning and development. I 
learned that there is so much to learn in being a great, fair 
and accountable teacher in every part of the law. Thank you 
for your time and energy in bringing this very valuable 
course to our journey. It is imperative that we think, really 
think, about our actions as teachers because we affect 
peoples lives in big ways.”  

Preliminary Findings



“While	  this	  is	  just	  one	  example	  of	  a	  situation	  I	  have	  
encountered	  thus	  far	  that	  has	  dealt	  with	  legal	  issues	  
associated	  with	  the	  teaching	  profession,	  I	  am	  sure	  that	  
there	  will	  be	  many	  more	  in	  the	  future.	  Undoubtedly	  
the	  course	  readings,	  presentations,	  and	  group	  
conversations	  I	  completed	  in	  this	  course	  will	  prove	  
extremely	  useful	  in	  my	  future	  career	  as	  a	  teacher,	  as	  
many	  legal	  issues	  will	  surely	  arise	  that	  deal	  with	  these	  
same	  issues	  we	  covered.	  I	  feel	  much	  more	  prepared	  to	  
handle	  the	  legal	  issues	  I	  will	  face,	  given	  what	  I	  have	  
learned	  throughout	  this	  course.”	  

Preliminary Findings



Although this is not a large sample from the 
total number of Reflection Papers, and the 
evidence is anecdotal, it does reveal the 
Teacher Candidates’ thinking - their 
awareness of the legal issues and 
challenges that arise on a regular basis in 
schools and their perceived preparedness to 
deal with them.

Your thoughts, impressions, reactions?

Preliminary Findings
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